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Rick: The article that Kath Lochnan of the AGO has 
been writing on her ancestor Simon Loughnane has 
been put off to the fall after she broke both her 
foot and her computer, as have a couple of other 
projected articles. Even so, there is a lot of material 
here so we are going to run over again. Plus ca 
change….

Note that the photo captions here are the ones 
to use as they have been revised from what was 
appended to the emails containing the pictures.

Here are the contents for the four colour pages 
fore and aft. The front cover illustration is B&W 
but front and back make a nice pairing of then and 
now. You can bring colour into the titles or framing 
somehow.

 ++++++++++++++ COVER ILLUSTRATION 
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FRONT: 
COVER_Champlain Trois Riv Archives.JPG
Caption: [inside]
Historian Benjamin Sulte addresses the crowd at the unveiling of the Champlain 
Monument, Nepean Point, 1915

Archives du Séminaire de Trois-Rivières, FN-0129-C2-r.1a

OUTSIDE BACK:
Champlain, Apr. 11, 2013_DSC_0152_1241.jpg

Caption: [inside]
Students in Bruce Elliott’s Carleton University Public History MA course on 
local and community history did research and preliminary text preparation for 
the Pinhey’s Point Foundation’s keynote exhibit Whose Astrolabe? Origin and 
Cultural Ownership of a Canadian Icon. The class was photographed by Jeff  
Thomas at the Champlain monument on Nepean Point where Jeff  is doing a series 
of portraits for the National Gallery this summer. L-R: David Leverette, Caroline 
Vézina, Peter Holdsworth, Margaret Caron-Vuotari, Prof. Bruce S. Elliott, Katja 
Schiff er-Graham, Sinead Cox, Brad Darch (with son John!)

Jeff  Thomas

INSIDE FRONT:
Hill house Fig. 1 below

INSIDE FRONT COVER IN COLOUR
[2012.05.02 9751] 
Caption: 

Fig. 1 Illuminated address presented to the family of Abraham Caplin by Congregation Adudath 
Achim (Rideau Street Synagogue) following his death in 1924. 

Credit line: Ottawa Jewish Archives, Abraham Caplin fonds

INSIDE BACK: 

[the sequence and arrangement here are your design choice]
Header/Title:
Champlain 2013

[2013.06.12 2153]
Caption:
Fairview, the former home of Alexander Stewart and Constance Pinhey in Gatineau, was the venue 
for the offi  cial launch of an online exhibition on Champlain by the Réseau du Patrimoine Gatinois 
on June 12.

BE

[2013.06.14 2177]
Caption:
Astrolabe Lake, formerly Green Lake, site of the discovery of the astrolabe in 1867. The 1988 
monument is visible just below the tent.

BE

[2013.06.09 2314]
Caption:
As director of the Canadian Museum of Civilization George MacDonald (right) brought the 
astrolabe back from New York in 1989. Here he loans the PPF, represented by Bruce Elliott, a stained 
glass replica presented to him by Harold Dobson of Cobden in 1990. 

Greg Jackson

[2013.06.14 2226]
Caption:
Champlain and the astrolabe attributed to him welcome visitors to Cobden Ontario, on the shore 
of Muskrat Lake.
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COVER PHOTO
Historian Benjamin Sulte addresses the crowd at the unveiling of the Champlain Monument, Nepean Point, 1915

Archives du Séminaire de Trois-Rivières, FN-0129-C2-r.1a

Fig. 1 Illuminated address presented to the family of Abraham Caplin by Congregation Agudath Achim (Rideau 
Street Synagogue) following his death in 1924. Mr Caplin purchased the former Hamnett Hill house at 415 
Wellington Street in 1909.  Ottawa Jewish Archives, Abraham Caplin fonds

As director of the Canadian Museum of Civilization George 
MacDonald (right) brought the astrolabe back from New York in 1989. 
Here he loans the PPF, represented by Bruce Elliott, a stained glass 
replica presented to him by Harold Dobson of Cobden in 1990. 

Greg Jackson

Fairview, the former home of Alexander Stewart and Constance Pinhey in Gatineau, was 
the venue for the o�  cial launch of an online exhibition on Champlain by the Réseau du 
Patrimoine Gatinois on June 12. BE

Champlain and the astrolabe attributed to him welcome 
visitors to Cobden Ontario, on the shore of Muskrat Lake. 
 BE

Astrolabe Lake, formerly Green Lake, site of the discovery of the astrolabe in 
1867. The 1988 monument is visible just below the tent. BE
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History of 425 Wellington Street, a vanished Ottawa landmark

March Place: Dr Hamnett Hill’s  
‘Promised Land’

By Bruce S. Elliott

Part III 

A Jewish Enclave on Wellington Street

Just as in the closing decades of the 19th century Dr Hamnett 
Hill’s former house at 425–427 Wellington Street had 

mirrored the changing trends that characterized Upper Town 
more generally, so in the first decade of the 20th century it 
evolved again and developed an interesting link with Ottawa’s 
dawning Jewish community. As it became clear that the lands 
north of Wellington Street would eventually be demolished 
for government buildings, property values declined placing 
them within reach of eastern European immigrants.1 Ottawa’s 
early Jewish residents were mostly from Lithuania and 
Latvia, and that is true of Abraham Caplin who became the 

owner of the Hill house.2 In the immediate vicinity, the old 
Purcell property was purchased in 1905 from Carson the 
shoemaker by Henry Finkelstein, a Jewish immigrant who ran 
a second hand goods shop down the street at 475 Wellington. 
Finkelstein would lose the Purcell property to the City for 
taxes during the Great Depression of the 1930s. In 1907 David 
Manchester sold the Hill house to Abram Zelinski. Three days 
later Zelinski sold to Sarah Miller, who was running a second 
hand goods business next door at 431–435, and in 1909 it was 
purchased by Abraham Caplin.3 Caplin mortgaged the Hill 
house in 1915 to brewer Henry Brading Sr who owned the 
Union Brewery in the next block.4 

Just as there were two David Manchesters, so also there 
were two Abraham Caplins in Ottawa.  To complicate matters 

Fig. 2 Archie Coplan and his chauffeur and Miss [Olive] Pullan at his new home, now 11 Clemow Avenue. Coplan bought the house from Ottawa 
mayor Charles Hopewell in 1917.  LAC: PA-181092, Gertsman fonds
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further, both were married to women surnamed Pullan, an aunt 
and niece. I am not clear as to what if any blood relationship 
there was between the two Abrahams. The younger, known 
as Abraham H. Caplin or Archie Coplan (1884–1937), in 
time made an immense fortune as owner of the Hull Iron and 
Steel Foundry, and in 1917 he purchased 11 Clemow Avenue 
(Fig. 2) in the tony neighbourhood near 
Central Park from Ottawa mayor Charles 
Hopewell.5 The older Caplin lived more 
modestly in Dr Hill’s old house as a second 
hand goods dealer. He was, however, well 
respected as a founding member of Ottawa’s 
second synagogue, the United Hebrew 
Brethren Congregation on Rideau Street, 
and as vice president and chairman of the 
congregation’s Chevra Kadisha or burial 
society. His wife’s brother Elias Pullan 
(Fig. 3) was president of the congregation 
in 1903–04, before returning to Toronto.6 
The name of the congregation was changed 
to Agudath Achim when its new synagogue 
opened at 417 Rideau Street in 1912.

The Pullan family
Elias had been the first of the Pullan family to come to 
Canada. He is said to have been born Elya Plotnik, and to 
have left Lithuania for Manchester, England in 1885 when 
he was 15. He worked there for a glass company of the name 
Pullan, and adopted that name when he emigrated again, 
to Toronto, in 1886. After working a year on the railway he 
became a pedlar and scrap dealer, but he first appears in the 
Toronto directories in 1890 selling stoves on Queen Street 
West with a fellow immigrant named Benjamin Cohen. In 
1891 both shared an address on Queen Street East and the 
occupation of pedlar, but in 1893 Elias was listed as a junk 
dealer at 63 Euclid Avenue. In 1894 he was selling coal at 
72 Chestnut, but still living on Euclid. In 1895 we find him 
in partnership with Abraham Caplin as junk dealers at 6 
Maud. Pullan is listed there on his own from 1896 to 1899, in 
which year he moved to Ottawa and set up as a junk dealer at 
401–419 King Street (now King Edward Avenue).7

By now Pullan was especially interested in baling waste 
paper for sale to the paper mills. The prospect of contracting 
for the scrap paper from the government departments and 
selling it for reprocessing to E.B. Eddy’s paper mill in Hull 
was what induced him to move to Ottawa in 1899. In 1901 he 
moved his scrap yard to 75–77 Dalhousie in Lower Town, at 
the corner of Mactaggart, though he continued to live at 411 
King, moving to 160 Bolton in 1902, and 69 Bolton in 1903. 
He was the first president of the Rideau Street Synagogue, and 
organized the first Talmud Torah or Hebrew school in a house 
on King Street and brought the first Hebrew teacher from 
Toronto.8

A number of Pullan’s brothers and sisters and their 
families soon joined him here.9

Abram Kaplan, 33, son of Fishel and Trish(?) Kaplan, was 
married at Telsiai (Telz) in Lithuania on 5 November 1885 to 
Elias Pullan’s sister Fruma Dveira Plotnik, 26, daughter of 
Berel Plotnik.10 The census suggests that Abraham Caplin 

had come to Toronto from Telz in 1892 
or 1893 with his wife Devorah Pullan 
(known as Dora) and their daughter 
Pesha or Bessie. But Abraham must 
have come out in advance of his wife 
and daughter because Dora Kaplan, 30, 
and Pesse, 4, from “Telszen”, bound for 
Quebec sailed from Hamburg on the 
English vessel Oldham on 13 June 1892, 
landing at Grimsby in Lincolnshire. They 
then travelled by rail to Liverpool and 
re-embarked on the Circassian, bound 
for Toronto. On the same lists is Marcus 
Plotnik, 41, from “Talsen”, a labourer, 
also bound for Toronto. This is Dora’s 
brother Morris, who like the rest of the 
family adopted the surname Pullan in 

Canada.11 In Lithuania he was known as Markus David and 
Mardukh David Plotnik. The 1901 census of Toronto indicates 
that his wife and children came out a year after him.12 These 
are the only three names on their page of the Canadian 
arrivals list annotated with the phrase “Russian Jew”. 

Abraham and Dora Caplin’s son Louis Caplin was born 
in Toronto in 1897 and Emmanuel or “Manny” in Ottawa in 
1902. Abraham appears in the Toronto directories only in 
1895, at 6 Maud Street, the location where his wife’s brother 
Elias Pullan had both his place of business and his residence, 
and he is listed as a partner with Pullan in the junk dealership 
E. Pullan & Co. It was at Pullan’s urging that Caplin came to 
Ottawa from Toronto in 1899.

According to his granddaughter, Lillian Gertsman, brother 
Henry Mayer Pullan (Meier Girsh Plotnik) also arrived in 
Ottawa late in 1899, but had been serving as an interpreter for 
the British Army in South Africa, and his wife Freda Moisel 
brought the family to Ottawa in advance of him.13 We find 
the family resident in a number of places in and around Telz 
in the Lithuanian synagogue records, before Freuda Plotnik 
from Telschy (Telz) and eight children sailed for New York 
from Hamburg on the Phoenicia on 20 November 1898.14 
The New York arrivals list gives their destination as Toronto, 
and says they were bringing $80 and going to join Freuda’s 
husband Elje Plotnik. This was actually her husband’s brother 
Elias as according to the family story her husband was still 
in Africa.15 Harry bought a grocery store on Duke Street in 
LeBreton Flats in 1899, which burned in the great Ottawa 
fire the following year. He is recorded in the directories as a 
grocer at 481 Wellington in 1900, but in 1901 he purchased 

Fig. 3 Elias Pullan, the first of the Pullan 
family to come to Canada from Lithuania.

Ottawa Jewish Archives, Coplan-Pullan family fonds
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477 Wellington where he lived and operated a fruit store with 
the assistance of his son Joseph and daughters Annie, Ethel, 
Hilda, and Lena. The family recalls that he opened a flour 
and feed store across the street, and the directory records the 
feed store at 508 Wellington in 1906 and at 524 thereafter, in 
addition to the fruit business at 477. Harry was also treasurer 
of the Agudath Achim Congregation on Rideau Street. He 
moved to Toronto later in life and died there in 1927.16 

Sister Lena Pullan (Rakhil Leia Plotnik) came to Canada 
with her parents in 1895 and married Abraham L. Florence 
of Hamilton, moving to Ottawa in 1902, where the following 
year Mr Florence took over the junk dealership from Elias 
Pullan, running it for two years with a man named Jacob 
Wihton. In 1904 Elias Pullan lived at 389 Rideau and had 
his business at 301–305 Queen and 310–314 Sparks. Family 
memoirs record that he was now in partnership with A.L. 
Florence, but in 1905 he moved back to Maud Street in 
Toronto, leaving Mr Florence operating both the Dalhousie 
and Queen Street locations, though Florence gave up the 
latter the following year.17 Lena was vice-president of the 
local Hadassah (the women’s Zionist and social action 
organization), and belonged to the Ladies Hebrew Benevolent 
Society, the Auxiliary of the Ottawa General Hospital, the 
Ottawa Council of Women, the IODE, and the Auxiliary 
of the Perley Home for Incurables, which was next door to 
Abraham Caplin in the old Perley mansion.18 She died in 
1925 in the prime of life and the Lena Florence Chapter of 
Hadassah, founded 16 June 1927, was named for her with her 
niece Lena (Mrs Archie) Coplan as its first president.19

Sister Toba, widow of Samuel Sachs (Shmuel Zaks), a 
pedlar who died in Toronto in 1899, came from Toronto to 
join her sons Max and Tom (the latter became president of 
the Ottawa Jewish Community Council and of the Agudath 
Achim Congregation) sometime after 1911.20 Toba became a 
member of Hadassah, the Women’s Mizrachi Organization 
(a religious Zionist association), and president of the ladies 
burial society, as well as being associated with the Jewish Old 
Folks Home in Toronto and donating a scholarship to Yeshiva 
University in New York.21 

The family patriarch and parent of all the above was 
known in Canada as Bernard Pullan, but in Lithuania he 
was called Berel Plotnik. His gravestone records his Hebrew 
name: Dov son of Yoel. Berel is a nickname for the Hebrew 
name Dov, meaning a bear.22 He turns up in the Jewish 
records of Telsiai (Telz), Lithuania, as Ber or Berel Plotnik, 
son of Josel or Iovel Plotnik. According to his Ontario death 
certificate, he was the son of Joel Pullan and Dora Silver. His 
wife’s name was Malka, anglicized as Mollie and Emily. At 
the birth of son Joel (of whom we have no further record) on 
29 December 1863 Ber was described as a bricklayer whose 
family was from Upyna. He was also listed as the father of 
Rakhil Leia (the later Mrs Florence) born 5 June 1872, and 
of Fruma Dveira (b. c.1859) who married Abram Kaplan 

in 1885.23 Bernard was born, according to the census, in 
Lithuania in May 1826 and came to Canada in 1894 as did his 
daughter Toba, with whom he was living in Toronto in 1911.24 
However, we find him sailing from Hamburg to Boston on 
the Bolivia on 26 January 1895, arriving in February, and the 
Hamburg departure list notes Berl Plotnik, 65, from Telce, 
his wife Malke, 65, daughter Rochel 19, and an 11-year-old 
girl from the same place called Chair(?) Fein. The Boston 
arrivals list notes that neither Berl nor his wife could read 
or write, though Rachel could, and that they brought $45 in 
money and had a ticket through to Toronto paid for by their 
son Elias.25 Berel presumably moved with Toba to Ottawa, as 
he was noted going from there to Toronto for the marriage of 
grandson Joel, son of Elias Pullan, in 1921.26 We reproduce 
here a wonderful photograph taken of Bernard in Ottawa 
around 1922 (Fig. 4) from the Gertsman fonds at LAC. He 

Fig. 4 Family patriarch Bernard Pullan, photographed in Ottawa 
c.1922. He came from Lithuania in 1895 with his wife Malka and died 
in 1925 at about 100 years of age. LAC, e006078960, Gertsman fonds

Horaceville Herald, Number 60 5



spent the last eight months of his life in the Jewish Old Folks 
Home on Cecil Street in Toronto, predecessor of the Baycrest 
Home, which his son Elias Pullan was instrumental in 
establishing.27 Old Mr Pullan died August 17, 1925, and was 
laid to rest in the Jones Avenue Jewish Cemetery in Toronto, 
where his gravestone records his age as 105; his death 
certificate says 100.28 

The Pullan family homes
Most of the Pullan connection did well in Canada. In Toronto 
Elias Pullan created what was reputed to be the largest paper 
recycling firm in Canada. Active in community and Zionist 
causes, he was feted on the occasion of his 85th birthday as the 
“Dean of Toronto Jewry”.29 He was one of the earliest Jewish 
residents of the prestigious Forest Hill neighbourhood, living 
by 1922 at 385 Russell Hill Road.30 In 1917, as related, young 
Archie Coplan, married to Harry Pullan’s daughter Lena, 
bought Ottawa Mayor Hopewell’s house on Clemow Avenue.31

Abraham Florence, too, did so well in his business that in 
1920 he commissioned prominent Ottawa architect Werner 
Noffke to design a substantial mansion for him at 45 Metcalfe 
Square (Fig. 5), adjacent to Earnscliffe, the British High 

Commissioner’s residence and one-time home of Sir John A. 
Macdonald.32 Metcalfe Square was one of two squares laid out 
for the colonial government in 1846 as part of the subdivision 
plan of Letter O, the other being Cathcart Square further to 
the east. Metcalfe Square was at the intersection of Sussex 
and Dalhousie Streets, until closed by City bylaw 572163 
and obliterated for the approach to the Macdonald-Cartier 
Bridge. The house was only two blocks from where Florence 
had his business at Dalhousie and MacTaggart. The house 
site, purchased from lumberman Russell Blackburn, cost the 
substantial sum of $16,000 because there was an existing 
house on the property, shown on the 1912 fire insurance 
plan as 15 Metcalfe Square. This address had had some 
distinguished residents, including barrister G.B.L. Fellowes 
and Dominion Police Commissioner Augustus Keefer.33 The 
Florence house was completed in time for the wedding of 
daughter Mollie to Alexander Betcherman on November 28, 
1921.34 A.L. Florence’s obituary accounted it “one of the most 
modern houses in the Capital. Situated on a bluff, the rear 
part of the building overlooked the Ottawa river and it was 
looked upon as one of the finest residences in the city.”35 

Fig. 5 The palatial residence built in 1921 for junk dealer Abraham Lazarus Florence at 45 Metcalfe Square, near the intersection of  
Sussex and Dalhousie. LAC: PA-034266, Dept. of Interior
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Ottawa resident Abraham Lieff recalled that Mr Florence 
was “up and down several times in his business”36 and indeed 
he found it difficult to retain his new residence. A mechanics’ 
lien for $1,887.80 was filed against the property in January 
1921 by lumber suppliers MacDonell and Conyers,37 and in 
October it was mortgaged for $27,500 to Henrietta Clemow, 
the developer of the Central Park neighbourhood where 
architect Noffke had built so many of his showplace houses.38 
In December it was the object of a collateral mortgage to 
the Imperial Bank.39 The Florences only occupied the house 
into 1924, after which the family vacated to 312 Daly Avenue 
and then in 1929 to 473 Rideau Street40 though Mrs Florence 
was buried from the Metcalfe Square house in February 
1925.41 The property had been in Mrs Florence’s name, and 
in 1924 they agreed to sell the property for $1 to the Capital 
Paper Stock Company owned by her brother Elias Pullan of 
Toronto.42 The company assumed the two mortgages, but in 
1926 Miss Clemow foreclosed.43 The house remained vacant 
from 1924 through 1929 when Miss Clemow sold it for 
$31,500 to Florence’s son-in-law, barrister Moses Doctor, who 
paid $5,000 down and assumed a new mortgage for $26,500.44 
The property was let to Major-General Sir James H. MacBrien 
of the General Aviation League of Canada in 1930 (he had 
been Chief of Defence Staff from 1923 to 1928 and in 1931 
he became Commisioner of the RCMP),45 after which A.L. 
Florence and family returned briefly to the house in 1931. In 
1933 son J.F. Florence was listed as in residence there, though 
the rest of the family had returned to 473 Rideau. In the 
address section of the 1933 directory, however, 45 Metcalfe 
Square was listed as belonging to the Franciscan Order, 
which purchased on January 23, 1933 through a trustee for 
$26,670.76, a loss of nearly $5,000 to Mr Doctor.46 The Order 
was last listed occupying the house in the 1944 directory, 
and on November 26, 1946 it was expropriated by the Federal 
District Commission as part of the Gréber Plan improvements 
to the capital. The Franciscans finally settled with the FDC in 
1958 for $120,000.47 

The Caplins and Masers at 425–427 Wellington
Returning to the Hill house, Abraham Caplin first appears 
in the Ottawa directories in 1901, as a second hand goods 
dealer at 214 Bank Street. He remained there the following 
year, but by 1903 he had moved both home and business to 
479 Wellington, adjacent to Harry Pullan’s fruit store at 477 
and Harry Finkelstein’s second hand goods shop at 475. In the 
year 1905 Caplin was listed as manager for his wife’s brother-
in-law Abraham Florence, but every other year he was on his 
own as a second hand goods dealer. He purchased Dr Hill’s 
house at 425–427 Wellington in 1909 and moved his residence 
and place of business there from down the road.

When the Hebrew Brethren congregation advertised 
in the Jewish press for a rabbi for its new Agudath Achim 
synagogue of Rideau Street, Max Maser, an immigrant from 

the Russian Empire who had completed his rabbical training 
in New York, came from Watertown to interview for the 
job and was boarded with the Caplins. He married Caplin’s 
daughter Bessie in 1911 and they took up residence next door 
to her parents, in the other half of the double house, at 427 
Wellington. It was explained in Part II that David Manchester 
had converted the Hill house into two units.48

Six of the Maser children were born there. Son Hy 
Maser later recalled, “Our home was spacious adjoining our 
grandparents. Heated by coal stoves and two kinds of water: 
cold and colder…. We had a happy childhood. Our father 
gave us our Hebrew training. On Shabbos we walked over 
2 miles to Shule—all we ever carried was a hankie up our 
sleeves. Saturday afternoon we sat down with a chumash [the 
Torah or five books of Moses in printed form], studying the 
Parsha [a portion of Hebrew scripture] followed by a portion 
of Perek—the wisdom of our fathers…. Shortly after WWI 
the flu epidemic struck. But Mom was well prepared. A lump 
of camphor was sown in a little bag and strung around our 
neck. Guess it worked—we all survived. It was here that our 
grandmother died in 1918.” 

In 1922 Rabbi Maser accepted an invitation to teach the 
main Shule or Hebrew school in St Catharine’s, Ontario 
but two years later they returned to Ottawa because of the 
failing health of grandfather Caplin. Unable to pay his bills, 
Caplin lost his home when brewer Brading foreclosed on his 
mortgage on 27 May 1924.49 He went to live with his son 
Louis at 93 Clarence Street in Lower Town, and died there 
of pneumonia after four days illness on July 4. Hy Maser 
later recalled, “Grandfather died on a Friday evening and I 
can still see his covered remains resting on a slightly raised 
form headed by a high Tapir on each side.”50 Though he was 
poor, he was highly regarded within the Jewish community. 
A laudatory letter of condolence arrived from a former rabbi, 
and the congregation Agudath Achim presented the family 
with an illuminated address in honour of their departed 
father (Fig. 1). The address was presented to son Louis, the 
secretary of the synagogue, at the banquet celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the congregation.51

Rabbi Maser had not had a congregation to come back 
to, so the family rented a house opposite the school on 
York Street and Maser worked again with the Rideau Street 
Shule and became a Chazan or cantor. Noted Hy Maser, 
“It was on York St[reet] that Mom gave birth to Gordie & 
Allan.” “Hard times” saw the Masers move to Murray Street 
where they lived from 1928–32. At this period Rabbi Maser 
worked as assistant cantor at Rideau Street School (1928–31) 
and took on the responsibilities of a Shoichet, performing 
the ritual slaughter of kosher meat. “I always felt that he 
deplored killing but knowing it was the most humane way 
of slaughter,” his son recalled. “He continued watching the 
skilled way he sharpened his chalofim and testing the blades 
always intrigued me.” In 1933 the Maser family moved to a 
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rented property on Friel Street and then purchased a house 
at 367 Besserer. They had nine sons and a daughter. Seven 
of the boys were in uniform during the Second World War, 
and it was only through good luck that all were present at the 
marriage of their sister to Bill Segal in August 1942 (Fig. 6). 

Bessie (Caplin) Maser was president of the York Street 
Home and School Club, secretary of Lena Florence Chapter 

of Hadassah, of the Ladies Auxiliary of Agudath Achim 
synagogue and of the senior Mizrachi organization. She also 
belonged to the Jewish Council of Women and the Ladies 
Auxiliary of B’Nai Jacob synagogue on James Street. She 
died in 1951 and Rabbi Maser in 1953. Bessie’s brother Louis 
Caplin later moved to Toronto, and brother Manny to Los 
Angeles.52 

Crown vs Town: Mr King’s Vision for Ottawa 
Following brewer Brading’s foreclosure on Abraham Caplin’s 
mortgage in 1924, the Hill house sat vacant until Brading 
was served with a Crown expropriation notice on 20 August 
1938, following which the house was demolished.53 Just as 
it had been, both chronologically and topographically, the 
last property in Upper Town to be laid out by order of Col. 
By, perched precariously atop the precipice at the western 
extremity of the town, on a lot initially thought not worth 
surveying, so it was a late addition to the 1912 expropriation 
of everything to its east. Col. By’s genteel Upper Town, 
north of Wellington and west of Parliament Hill, had been 
earmarked for redevelopment by the Dominion government. 
The stone wall separating March Place, the old Hamnett 
Hill property at 425 Wellington, from the Perley mansion 
at 415, marked the limit of the 1912 expropriation intended 
to facilitate the westward extension of the national capital 
precinct (Fig. 7). Sheet 43 of the fire insurance plan of May 
1912 is annotated “All buildings north of Wellington between 
Lyon St and stone wall west of Perley Home (Block 266) are 
government property & will eventually be demolished.” The 
Holt Commission hired Chicago planner E.H. Bennett to 

Fig. 6 The clipping actually depicts six of the nine sons of Rabbi Max 
and Bessie (Caplin) Maser, and their daughter and her husband Bill 
Segal. L-R: Hy, Allan, Bill Segal, David, Dorothy, Norman, Gordon, Sam. 

Ottawa Evening Journal, 11 September 1942, Ottawa Jewish Archives, Hy Maser fonds.

Fig. 7 Early 20th century map of old Upper Town. The Hill house was just to the west of the Perley Home for Incurables at the left edge.
LAC, NMC-43179
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prepare a comprehensive plan for the capital in 1913–14, but 
it was not implemented owing to the commencement of the 
Great War.54 

The government found interim uses for some of the 
doomed buildings, but maintenance was deferred and this 
had a dampening effect on property values further along 
the street. The property next door to the Hill house, the 
showplace Perley mansion, had since the late 1890s been the 
Perley Home for Incurables. Following the expropriation it 
became offices for the Livestock Branch of Department of 
Agriculture for over twenty years. By 1937 it had become 
a shelter for the Canadian Legion.55 Ottawa artist Wilfrid 
Flood (1904–1946), the secretary of the Art Association of 
Ottawa, was moved by the sadly deteriorated mansion and 
prepared a sketch in 1938. In 1944 he worked it up into a 
charcoal drawing that he entitled “The Last Indignity”. (Fig. 
8).56 It was a fitting commentary on what had in fact been a 
long and steady decline in the fortunes of a once desirable 
neighbourhood.

Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King had met 
French architect and planner Jacques Gréber (1882–1962) at 
the 1937 Paris Exposition and contracted him to develop a 
new comprehensive plan for the improvement of Canada’s 
capital. As with the Bennett Plan of 1913–14, war intervened 
and Gréber’s intent to cover the north side of Wellington 
Street with Beaux-Arts government office buildings was 
shelved for the duration of the conflict. 

The beginning of the Second 
World War nonetheless vastly 
increased the size of the civil 
service as well as of the military 
bureaucracy in Ottawa. For this 
reason a number of wooden 
“Temporary Buildings” were 
erected on government-owned land 
at locations scattered throughout 
the capital.57 The properties north 
of Wellington still standing were 
hurriedly demolished and four 
Temporaries were erected in the 
autumn of 1939 (Figs. 9–12). The 
Perley house is shown beside them 
on a plan of April 1942 (Fig. 13) but 
was demolished soon after.58

These wartime expedients were 
not intended to long outlast the 
War, but they persisted because of 
conflicting government priorities. 
Defence Minister Brooke Claxton 
explained in 1947 that after the 
war priority had to be given to 

using building materials for housing and industry, and the 
Temps were serviceable enough.59 Some continued in use 

because of specific circumstances. No. 1 Temporary was to be 
replaced by the current Library and Archives Canada building 
at 395 Wellington, just east of the Perley site. The National 
Library building was designed in 1952 by Alvan Sherlock 
Mathers of Toronto (Fig. 14), but the project was delayed for 
more than a decade. In 1958 there was an explosion in the 
Jackson Building on Slater Street, and government office 

Fig. 8 Wilfrid Flood’s charcoal drawing The Last Indignity depicts the sadly deteriorated state of the 
once grand Perley Home in 1938.  Courtesy John Flood

Fig. 9 Four views of the construction of the wartime Temporary 
Buildings west of the Supreme Court. Looking east from Archives site, 
October 30, 1939 LAC, e010900616
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workers there had to be housed in No. 1 until the Jackson 
could be repaired. Then No. 1 was used to test new electronic 
machinery for National Revenue; once it proved its utility, a 
computer facility was built at Tunney’s Pasture. It took time 
to build the decentralized clusters of government offices 
projected in planner Jacques Gréber’s National Capital Plan. 
These buildings had to be completed before the Temporaries 
could be replaced.60 Then in 1962 demolition was delayed 
further by a government austerity program.61

It was finally announced in May 1963 that a contract 
had been let to demolish Temporary No. 1 and proceed with 
construction of the new National Library building. The 
Ontario and Canadian Library Associations expressed their 

Fig. 11 Looking east at Archives site, November 13, 1939.
LAC, e010900613

Fig. 12 Looking northwest along Wellington at completed wartime 
Temporary Building, December 9, 1939. LAC, e010900618

Fig. 13 Government property north of Wellington St. … showing position of Temporary Building Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4. C.D. Sutherland, Chief Architect, 
D.P.W., April 22, 1942. Note that the Perley house was still standing.  LAC, NMC-121921

Fig. 10 Looking southwest from Archives site, November 6, 1939.
LAC, e010900615
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gratitude and relief to Prime Minister Pearson. Elizabeth 
Morton, executive director of the latter organization, noted 
that “Our Association has been sending Briefs and pleading 
for this development for many years, and it is a matter of 
happiness to us all that there is great possibility that the 
building will be up in time to give adequate reference service 
for Canada’s Centennial Year.”62 The official opening took 
place on June 20, 1967.63

Library and Archives Canada, numbered 395 Wellington, 
occupies what was once 371 to 403, the site of Capital 
Brewing Co. either side of the northward extension of Bay 
Street, and the Home for Friendless Women to its west. The 
foundations of the Perley mansion at 415 Wellington lie 

beneath the two rows of parking spaces in the LAC’s western 
parking lot. The site of the house that Hamnett Pinhey had 
built in 1844 for his daughter Mary Anne when she married 
Dr Hamnett Hill (425 Wellington) is located in the westbound 
lanes of the new Wellington Street as it curves right to head 
across LeBreton Flats to the War Museum and the Sir John A. 
Macdonald Parkway; the road used to curve left to continue 
along the stretch of old Wellington Street that still takes 
pedestrians to Pooley’s Bridge and the old Waterworks.64 
Today this stretch of Wellington Street is a part of official 
Ottawa (Fig. 15), flanked on both sides by parkland and 
betraying little evidence of its residential, commercial, and 
industrial past.  

Fig. 14 This view of a maquette or architect’s model of the projected 
National Library building was distributed to the press by National 
Librarian Kaye Lamb in October 1959. Construction did not begin until 
1963. Private collection

Fig. 15 View up old Wellington Street to Library and Archives Canada 
with site of Hamnett Hill house of 1844 to left and Garden of Provinces 
to right. B. Elliott
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In 1915 a monument to Samuel de Champlain was erected 
on Nepean Point to commemorate, belatedly, the three 

hundredth anniversary of Champlain’s first expedition up 
the Ottawa River in 1613. Changing sensibilities generated 
controversy in the 1990s over the inclusion of an aboriginal 
figure occupying what some saw as a position subordinate 
to the Founder of New France. The removal of the figure to 
Major’s Hill Park, however, gave rise to concern that this action 
served to draw a veil of silence over the issues of colonialism 
that had given rise to the objections in the first place. Ottawa 
Iroquois photographer Jeff Thomas began a series of ironic 
commentaries on his absence by placing a “For rent” sign in 
the vacated space, and photographing people standing on the 
plinth the controversial “scout” figure had once occupied. See 
Jeff’s website scoutingforindians.com. The PPF feels privileged 
to be able to include what we think is the most incisive and 
ironic of Jeff’s images in our main summer 2013 exhibition 
entitled Whose Astrolabe? Origin and Cultural Ownership of 
a Canadian Icon. 

About a year ago a meeting was called by the National 
Capital Commission to bring together groups interested in 
marking the 400th anniversary of that long-ago event. As a 
consequence an astounding variety of events and exhibitions 
will be taking place through the summer and into the fall of 
2013 throughout Ottawa and the Valley on both sides of the 
river.

The Pinhey’s Point Foundation had already been discussing 
an exhibit dealing with Champlain to complement the annual 
Riverfest event in August, and when the extent of the intended 
commemorations became clear we decided also to remount 
our exhibit from 2005, William Henry Bartlett’s Ottawa River, 
showcasing a complete set of the British topographical artist’s 
romanticized engravings of the Ottawa River, and demonstrating 
their production and their use on transfer-printed ceramics.

Our exhibit about Champlain focuses on the astrolabe 
commonly attributed to him that is on display at the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization in Gatineau. The exhibit has three 
components. The first takes a critical view of the debate over 
the origins of the astrolabe, a 17th century French marine 
navigation instrument found near Cobden, Ontario in 1867. The 
second presents a previously unseen 1893 manuscript account 
of the old Muskrat Lake portage route penned by steamboat 
Captain Daniel Keyworth Cowley. It includes an account of 
the astrolabe’s discovery, but more importantly it sets it in the 
context of other 19th century artifact discoveries in the vicinity, 
and casts new light on the Algonquin presence in the area. The 
third part explains how the astrolabe has become an iconic 
yet contested symbol that means different things to different 

people. A video component presents four short films about the 
astrolabe spanning 50 years of its more recent history. 

We worked with a host of associations and individuals 
to bring this exhibit to fruition. Some of the background 
research for the exhibit and preliminary drafting of exhibit 
texts was done by graduate students in Bruce Elliott’s local 
history course within Carleton University’s Public History 
M.A. curriculum. We were privileged to collaborate with 
Jeff Thomas who generously allowed us to include three of 
his works, one created especially for the exhibition. In his 
work Jeff uses irony and humour to comment upon serious 
issues of the stereotyping of native peoples, especially in 
a present-day urban environment. George MacDonald, the 
former director of the Canadian Museum of Civilization, who 

The Pinhey’s Point Foundation and  
Champlain 2013

By Bruce S. Elliott

The federal Historic Sites monument erected in 1952 to commemorate 
the discovery of the famous astrolabe in 1867. BE
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accomplished the long-wished for repatriation of the astrolabe 
from the New-York Historical Society in 1989, has loaned for 
our exhibition a stained-glass reproduction of the astrolabe 
presented to him in 1990 by Harold Dobson who spear-
headed the repatriation campaign mounted by the residents of 
Cobden, near where the astrolabe was found. Other agencies 
loaning or giving permission for reproduction of material 
include His Excellency the Governor General, the New-York 
Historical Society, Archives nationales du Québec, Archives 
du Séminaire St-Joseph de Trois-Rivières, City of Ottawa 
Archives, City of Ottawa Protocol Office, Arnprior McNab/
Braeside Archives, Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network, 
Canadian Museum of Civilization, CBC, Canadian Press, 
Florida State Archives, and Canadian Heritage Information 
Network. John Coles of the Astrolabe Gallery on Sparks 
Street has loaned several items, including an original 1879 
edition of one of the earliest publications on the astrolabe, 
and a miniature reproduction. Bill Slavin kindly gave us 
permission to reproduce the 1990 cartoon of the astrolabe 

returning to Cobden that he drew for the Ottawa Valley 
Tourist Association (who were just as accommodating). Bill 
has achieved some measure of fame as a children’s book 
illustrator and graphic novelist since working as a cartoonist 
for a small Ottawa Valley publishing house two decades ago. 
Check out his recent work at www.billslavin.com. 

The design of Whose Astrolabe? was the work of our 
long-time design partner Janice Klassen, and production 
was by Total Area International Exhibit Management. We 
are grateful to the City of Ottawa for translation services. 
Funding came from a City of Ottawa Heritage Project Fund 
grant, with additional funds contributed by the Department of 
History at Carleton University. The exhibit moves to Carleton 
for an international symposium on interpreting Samuel de 
Champlain on September 19-20 and will remain at Carleton for 
a month or so. We have had promising discussions about moving 
the exhibit up the Valley once it closes here in Ottawa.

The Champlain exhibit has brought us into closer contact 
than ever before with numerous other heritage groups from 
throughout the region, especially francophone organizations 
in western Quebec. Events were kicked off in February with 
a reception at the art deco French Embassy on Sussex Drive. 
On May 30 PPF president Michele LeBoldus attended a press 
conference conducted by Yves Marchand for the Réseau du 
patrimoine Gatinois. On Monday, June 10 Michele and one 
of Dr Elliott’s students, Caroline Vézina, were interviewed 
on the French-language current affairs program EntreNous 
on Rogers Cable 23 about our bilingual exhibit Whose 
Astrolabe?/À qui l’astrolabe? Our exhibit is also one of three 
events being highlighted at the top of the website http://
champlain2013.ca/en/. 

University of Ottawa Archivist Michel Prévost and PPF president 
Michele LeBoldus at Fairview. BEThe Historic Sites plaque of 1952 on Hwy. 17. BE
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egress into the garden, and the drawing room similarly opens 
to the exterior. Upstairs in the master bedroom is a fireplace 
of marbleized slate, likely from Vermont, and an original 
G.E. electrical panel from Schenectady, New York, complete 
with fuses, with a patent date of January 1901. The Stewarts 
resided here and Mr Stewart grew flowers and fruits on the 
16-acre property until they sold in 1918 to the Animal Diseases 
Research Institute of the Canada Department of Agriculture. 
Fairview is currently owned by the City of Gatineau which 
makes it available for meetings and receptions.

On Friday, June 14 Michele and Bruce drove up to Pembroke 
to take in events at the Champlain Trail Museum. The original 
astrolabe was on view for two days, on loan from the Museum 
of Civilization. Sylvia Whitmore of the Ottawa Valley Histor-
ical Society and curator Angela Siebarth welcomed us warmly 
to the Museum and introduced us to archaeologist David Croft 
who has spent many years excavating the aboriginal Meath Site 
near Pembroke. This is an important site that evidences sev-
eral millennia of human occupation of the Muskrat Lake por-
tage route. We were also pleased to see NCC archaeologist Ian 
Badgley. This encounter resulted in some interesting discus-
sion and is going to bear interesting fruit in 2014. Stay tuned. 
The Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn decline to celebrate Cham-
plain but attended the Champlain Trail Museum event to edu-
cate visitors about the history and endurance of the Algonquin 

people. Tending the 
informative outdoor 
exhibit on behalf of 
the Pikwàkanagàn 
Algonquin Aware-
ness Committee was 
Ron Bernard, whom 
we had met twice pre-
viously this spring. 
Ron is a grandson 
of Matthew Bernard 
who was present at 
the unveiling of the 
1952 Historic Sites 
plaque and a descendant 
of Joseph Stoqua, both 
of whom feature in the 
Pinhey’s Point Founda-
tion’s own exhibit.

On our way back 
to Ottawa we stopped 

in Arnprior to see Janet Carlile, the curator of the Arnprior 
and District Museum, which is hosting the original astrolabe 
June 15-17 before its return to the Museum of Civilization. 
At CMC it will be included in a small exhibit on Champlain. 
The register containing what appears to be the baptism of the 
explorer, discovered last year, is also on loan to CMC from 
the Archives of Charente Maritimes for part of the summer. 

On Wednesday, June 12 Michele and Bruce attended the 
launch of an online exhibit La Rivière des Outaouais: 400 ans 
de rencontres prepared by the Réseau du patrimoine Gatinois. 
The reception was held at Fairview, a historic house of 1865 at 
100 rue Gamelin in Gatineau (Hull). The stone house was built 
for cabinet minister Sir Richard Scott, but he sold the property 

in 1894 to Alexander Stewart of Nepean and his wife Constance 
Pinhey, daughter of Horace, who renamed it Balmoral Lodge. 
The house preserves the porch and railings that the Stewarts 
put in place following their purchase, replacing the original 
porch built for R.W. Scott. We were interested to note how well 
the interior, too, has been preserved. The entrance hall has a 
floor to ceiling bay window with French doors that once gave 

Richard Nadeau, president of the Réseau du Patrimoine Gatinois. BE

Harold Dobson, the tireless advocate for repatriating the astrolabe to Canada, 
posed by a local monument unveiled in 1988 at the discovery site at Green 
(Astrolabe) Lake, marking the 375th anniversary of its supposed loss by Champlain. 
 Grant Dobson / Ottawa Valley Historical Society

Pembroke Councillor Bob Hackett 
portrayed Champlain at the 400th 
Anniversary Event at Champlain 
Trail Museum. BE
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We also stopped in at Logosland recreation 
park which has grown up along the shores 
of Astrolabe Lake (formerly Green Lake) 
to photograph the 1952 Historic Sites cairn 
and the 1988 monument erected by Harold 
Dobson to mark the spot near the lake where 
the astrolabe was found. We also viewed 
Harold’s gravestone at St Patrick’s Anglican 
Church in Micksburg, along the Snake River 
Line. Harold’s long campaign to bring the 
astrolabe back to Canada, and his success 
in bringing it to Cobden for the 1990 
Homecoming festival, are commemorated 
by an image of the astrolabe on his grave 
marker.

Among the other events taking place this summer is a 
gruelling eleven-day canoe challenge being run as a fund-
raiser for the Gatineau Hospital Foundation. Participants 

have obtained sponsors for their long 
days propelling canots du maîtres 
or trade canoes upriver to Morrison 
Island and back. They will pass 
Pinhey’s Point both coming and 
going, terminating at the Museum 
of Civilization on the Monday of 
the August long weekend, August 5, 
where a series of events are planned.

PPF is planning a very special 
event the afternoon and evening of 
Sunday, August 4 for our members 
and Champlain 2013 partners. Details 
have not been finalized as of yet, 
but we hope to be able to enclose 

an invitation and details with this newsletter. So mark your 
calendars and watch for further information.

Harold Dobson’s gravestone at St Patrick’s Anglican Church, Micksburg, 
alludes to the 1990 Homecoming when the astrolabe returned at last to 
Cobden, on loan from CMC. BE

The astrolabe found nearby in 1867 has become a symbol of local 
identity for the residents of Cobden; it is even incorporated into the 
street signs. Gould and Cowley Streets are named for the founder of the 
village and his business partner who wrote the manuscript featuring in 
the PPF’s astrolabe exhibit. BE

Archaeologists David Croft and Ian Badgley 
at the Champlain Trail Museum’s Samuel de 
Champlain 400th Anniversary Event June 14. BE

The Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn Algonquin Awareness exhibit at Champlain Trail Museum. BE 
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we had encountered mentions of reproductions of the 
Cobden astrolabe made in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
Champlain Trail Museum has in its collection one of a 
dozen that were made for the Centennial Commission 
for the Centennial Train and caravans in 1967. 
They were engineered by Wilfred Lavergne, 
an employee of Computing Devices of 
Canada. In the early 1960s CDC adopted 
the 1915 Nepean Point monument 
depicting Champlain holding aloft his 
astrolabe as part of their corporate 
logo. Lavergne was sent by CDC to the 
New-York Historical Society in March 
1963 to measure and photograph the 
original, and he crafted a number of 
brass replicas for the company, as well 
as the twelve commissioned for 1967. In 

a 1997 letter to the Champlain Trail Museum Wilfred 
estimated that he produced about 28 replicas. The 
second one he made was taken to France by a company 
employee visiting the Paris Air Show (CDC made air 

navigation equipment). While there he visited 
Champlain’s natal town of Brouages and 

presented it to the mayor, in June 1963. The 
mayor in turn pointed out a building that 
he identified as Champlain’s birthplace 
and offered to deed it to CDC, which 
he did. CDC purchased an additional 
property next door, intending to create 
a museum, but eventually offered the 
land to the governments of Canada 
and Quebec. Legal issues prevented the 

government from accepting the gift and 
the property was eventually returned. 

Reproduction astrolabe in the collections of Champlain Trail Museum, made by Wilfred Lavergne of Computing Devices of Canada, 1967. BE

In the course of our research for “Whose Astrolabe?” 

A host of events are planned to mark the 400th anniversary 
of Samuel de Champlain’s first expedition up the Ottawa 

River in 1613. For events in Ottawa-Gatineau see the calendar 
at http://champlain2013.ca/en/. For a detailed calendar of 
events in western Quebec see www.reseaupatrimoine.ca/. 
There seems to be no central calendar for events in Renfrew 
County and the Pontiac. The list below focuses on exhibits 
on Champlain taking place in Ottawa and the Valley, and 
highlights a few of many special events at the end.

Whose AstrolAbe? origin And culturAl 
oWnership of A cAnAdiAn icon
This exhibit from the Pinhey’s Point Foundation features a 
hitherto unseen manuscript account of the discovery of the 
Champlain or Cobden astrolabe in 1867, and an exploration of 
its contested status as a cultural symbol.
Pinhey’s Point historic site • May 12 to august 31, 2013 • Wed. to sun. 
11-5 • 270 Pinhey’s Point road, dunrobin • 613 832-1249 •  
www.pinheyspoint.ca

ottAWA’s first tourist? the 1613 VoyAge of 
sAmuel de chAmplAin
Was Champlain Ottawa’s first tourist? Four hundred years 
ago Samuel de Champlain traveled up the Ottawa River in 
search of a route to Asia. He developed a relationship with 

the Anishnabeg, the inhabitants of the Lower Ottawa River 
watershed. This exhibit showcases Champlain’s experiences 
outlined in his journal, the Anishnabeg culture and the legacy 
of this voyage.
city of ottaWa archives • June 17 to July 26, 2013 • Mondays to fridays 
9-4 • 100 tallWood drive cor. Woodroffe, ottaWa • 613-580-2857

chAmplAin: the first Account
The exhibit containing about 50 artifacts, including the Cobden 
astrolabe, focuses on the aboriginal population of the region, 
Champlain’s 1613 exploratory voyage, and its impact on the 
indigenous population. The baptismal register of the Huguenot 
church of St Yon in La Rochelle containing the entry recently 
identified by some scholars as the 1574 baptism of Samuel de 
Champlain will be on loan from the Departmental Archives of 
Charente-Maritime from May 29 until August 25.
canadian MuseuM of civilization • May 29, 2013 to aPril 27, 2014

explorers’ routes exhibit At cumberlAnd 
heritAge VillAge museum
An exhibit presenting educational information about the 
history of early exploration and European settlement of Ottawa.
cuMberland heritage village MuseuM • 12 May to 31 august 2013 Wed. 
to sun. 10-5 • 2940 old Montreal road, cuMberland • 613 580-2424

Exhibits and Events Mark 
Champlain 400th anniversary
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The annual reflection on the past year is a pleasant task. 
The major achievement of the Pinhey’s Point Foundation 

in 2012 was the culmination of a collaborative partnership 
begun in 2011 with the Diefenbunker and the Bytown 
Museum. In May 2012, we held a successful members’ event 
where Pinhey artifacts in the Bytown Museum collection—
but stored at the Diefenbunker—were put on display to our 
respective memberships. Bruce Elliott, PPF historian, then 
put these artifacts in the context of the Pinhey family history 
at the reception held in the Diefenbunker.

Fast on the heels of that gathering, the major exhibit for 
the season opened a few weeks later. The four-season aerial 

photography of Rob Huntley proved a crowd pleaser and 
presented unique views of Horaceville and its landscape.

Doors Open was again a popular event with more people 
being first-time visitors to the site. Each year the numbers 
increase for this popular city-wide event.

The City’s summer programming also proved a winner 
with increased visitor attendance as well as wedding and 
group rentals becoming more popular. Special thanks to 
Museum Administrator Brahm Lewandowski and Ashley 
Moores the site Education Officer.

Our second member event of the season was the “Meet and 
Greet” held in September when we were treated to a show and 

President’s Report 2012
by Michele LeBoldus

400th AnniVersAry of sAmuel de 
chAmplAin’s Journey up the ottAWA riVer
The Champlain Trail Museum marked the 400th anniversary 
with a series of events June 13-16 and inauguration of an 
exhibit that will be on view for the next three years. One 
large case is devoted to Champlain, another to the late Harold 
Dobson’s campaign to repatriate the astrolabe from New York, 
and two smaller cases showcase archaeological discoveries 
from c.3000 years ago into the 1600s from the Meath Site near 
Pembroke.
chaMPlain trail MuseuM, PeMbroke • June 13, 2013 to 2015
1032 PeMbroke st. e. PeMbroke, on k8a 8a7 • (613) 735-0517 •  
www.champlaintrailmuseum.com 

chAmplAin : lA riVière des outAouAis 
1613-2013
The centre presents various aspects of the Father of Quebec. 
This exhibits presents the origins of the discoverer, Champlain 
the surveyor, the navigator, the soldier, the author. You can 
see objects from his table. Archaeologists have discovered at 
Quebec objects deriving from this past that will be presented to 
visitors. 
le centre d’interPretation du PatriMoine de Plaisance • 4 May to 20 
october 2013 • 276 rue desJardins, Plaisance (Quebec) J0v 1s0 • (819) 
427-6400 • info@cipplaisance.qc.ca

lA riVière des outAouAis : 400 Ans de 
rencontres
Virtual exhibit in French examines Champlain’s historical 
background, his early expeditions to New France, his 1613 and 
1615 expeditions up the Ottawa, the lives of the Algonquin 
people in the time of Champlain, relics of the voyages including 
archaeological sites, place names, and the storied astrolabe, and 
an explanation of changes to the river since Champlain’s time.
réseau du PatriMoine gatinois, launched June 12, 2013. 
http://reseaupatrimoine.ca/cyberexpositions/samuel-de-champlain/accueil/

pinhey’s point foundAtion members 
eVent And reception

Pinhey’s Point Foundation special event for members and 
Champlain 2013 partners, featuring special guests and 
musical entertainment. This will be our keystone event of 
the year. Mark your calendars and watch for details and 
invitation. 

Pinhey’s Point historic site • sun. august 4, afternoon/evening

chAmplAin 2013: history of An encounter
This afternoon of aboriginal and French Canadian cultural 
performances planned in cooperation with the Réseau du 
patrimoine gatinois and Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg Nation marks 
the arrival of the canoeists who will have spent eleven days 
retracing Champlain’s route up the Ottawa to Morrison Island 
and back. Includes lectures by CMC archaeologists.
canadian MuseuM of civilization august 5, 12 noon to 5PM

public history colloquium on the 
commemorAtion of chAmplAin’s pAssAge in 
the ottAWA region
Four workshops on teaching, exhibiting and interpreting, 
creation and representation, knowledge and research, and joint 
preparation of resources for the public history of the future.
The Pinhey’s Point Foundation exhibit Whose Astrolabe? moves 
to Carleton for this event, and Foundation historian Bruce 
Elliott will speak about the exhibition.
carleton university • sePteMber 19-20, 2013 8:30aM - 9:00PM

2017 dunton toWer, 1125 colonel by drive • dominique.marshall@
carleton.ca
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Museum Banners At City Hall
May 16th, International Museums Day, saw the Ottawa Museum Network 

along with Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson host a special event at City Hall 
to inaugurate the unveiling of promotional banners of all Ottawa community 
museums. 

The banners are about 12 feet by 20 feet and grace the pillars in the main foyer 
of City Hall. They are really impressive and will be viewed by thousands. While 
PPF’s corporate colours are taken from the colour of the green paint at Horaceville, 
the city chose maroon for their corporate colour for Pinhey’s Point Historic Site. If 
you are at City Hall, do take a look as they are quite spectacular.

tell session of historic heirlooms from several Pinhey family 
descendants.

The Foundation met in the fall with the consultants for the 
City developing a Strategic Plan for Pinhey’s Point Historic 
Site and we look forward to their suggestions for the site’s 
future.

In February PPF was a finalist in the category of 
Community Support Non-Profit Organization for the local 
People’s Choice Awards. The board attended the gala business 
awards dinner at the Brookstreet Hotel in Kanata. We extend 
sincere appreciation to Phil Sweetnam for sponsoring us at 
this event.

We were particularly privileged to have a group from 
Hewlett-Packard in Kanata volunteer an afternoon in May to 
help the PPF with a Spring Cleanup project. This was part of 
their community volunteer program. Director Rick Colbourn’s 
initiative had them help “find” the root cellar under decades 
of undergrowth. 

Late in the year, original deeds came onto the market for 
Hamnett Pinhey’s English residence Rose Cottage in Merton, 
Surrey. This was the country Georgian home Hamnett 
Pinhey had built in 1813 prior to his move to Upper Canada 
in 1820. The offering of the deeds for sale proved to be the 
consequence of a change of status of the building itself: a 
development application has been filed with the local council 
that would see the property scheduled for demolition, in 
its 200th anniversary year. Soon afterward a local Merton 
architect with an interest in heritage properties contacted us 
for information to assist in saving the building. This ongoing 
story will be featured in an upcoming Herald, but those 
who are interested in reading the various submissions in 
response should check www.merton.gov.uk/living/planning/
planningapplications/representations.htm click on “Planning 

Explorer” (no. 1) and search for 101 Hamilton Road. The PPF 
also applauds the efforts of Vina Waddell, Brian Dickson, 
Daphne Snelgrove and Meg Colbourn, with the assistance of 
Bruce Elliott, for their work in securing a heritage designation 
for Old St. Mary’s church ruins and burial ground.

As ever, PPF accomplishments are realized through the 
time and talents of the Board, volunteers and City staff. Bruce 
Elliott, PPF Honorary Historian, continues his meticulous 
research to add to the 33 years of telling the Pinhey story. 
Margot Reid, Museum Committee chair, keeps a careful eye 
on the artifacts and their use in the annual exhibits as well 
as the important grant writing. Treasurer Fred Boyd once 
again keeps us on budget and does our government paper 
work. Board member Phil Sweetnam offers us support and at 
Riverfest in August appears as Hamnett and greets visitors 
to his country home for the day. Christine Hickman, another 
consummate board member and volunteer, is always at the 
ready to lend a hand. Rick Colbourn continues on the board 
and along with website duties, is a terrific team leader. Juanita 
Snelgrove, Hamnett’s great-great granddaughter, offers us 
invaluable insight into the Pinhey family and is the gracious 
chatelaine greeting the summer visitors with 96 years of 
wisdom. 

The PPF of course does all this with the help of you, our 
members and donors. With the upcoming season we hope you 
will join us at more member events and enjoy the season’s 
exhibits. We can’t do it without you!

Glancing forward to 2013, we await the results of the 
strategic plan and its vision. Our premier exhibit will 
highlight the 400th anniversary of Champlain’s travels up the 
Ottawa River accompanied by the exhibit of W.H. Bartlett’s 
views of the Ottawa River from the 1840s. And of course, we 
hope to see many of you at several events in 2013!
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The Pinhey’s Point Foundation 
sponsors an annual $100 cash 

award for a project relating to a topic 
concerning any of the 12 townships that 
formed Carleton County. This award 
is presented at the Ottawa Regional 
Heritage Fair held in April each year. 
This event attracts well over 100 French 
and English projects from students 
from grades 4 to 8 from the local school 
boards which are then judged in various 
categories.

The award also stresses that local 
archives, museums or other heritage 
organizations be used in the students’ 
research and that websites are not the 
only sources to be used.

The 2013 winners of the PPF 
Heritage Award are Anant Maheshwari 
and Adir Baxi. Both are students 
in Carolyn Bell’s Grade 8 class at 
Cedarview Middle School in Barrhaven. 
Their topic was unique as they explored 
the social interactions between the First 
Nations and the early settlers. This 
fair was held in the Grand Hall of the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization. The 
award was presented by PPF president 
Michele LeBoldus at a school assembly. 

We are pleased to announce that 
Anant and Adir’s exhibit will be on 
show at Horaceville in July and August.

We also take this opportunity of 
publishing a photograph of the winner 
of the 2012 award.

Anant Maheshwari (left ) and Adir Baxi ( right), grade 8 students from Cedarview 
Middle School in Barrhaven, are this year’s winners of the PPF Student Heritage 
Award, at the Ottawa Regional Heritage Fair in April. Michele LeBoldus

The 2012 winner of the Pinhey’s 
Point Award went to Hudaifa Zayed, 
a student in Christopher Werely’s 
Grade 7/8 Gifted Homeroom at 
Hawthorne Public School in Ottawa. 
His topic was on the Diefenbunker 
in Carp. The 2012 fair was held at the 
War Museum and featured over 150 
different projects. Katie Graham

PPF Student Heritage Award
by Michele LeBoldus

New Street 
Named for 
Hedley 
Pioneers
by Bob Gregory

As well as being father of one of 
the few March Township saw mill 

operators, John Hedley was one of the 

most active March Township pioneers 
in road, or more correctly “path”, 
clearing and maintenance. His service 
in that capacity spanned over 20 years. 
It seemed so wrong that the Hedley 
family had not been recognized in the 
naming of local roads. Thanks to the 
support of the March Rural Community 
Association and Councillor Eli El- 
Chantiry, this has been corrected.

Hedley Way is on Dunrobin Road 
diagonally across from the original 
Hedley property. Constance Creek, 
the water source for their mill, runs 

through the west and northwest side of 
the subdivision served by Hedley Way. 
Currently Hedley Way serves what will 
be a 22-lot rural estate subdivision but 
it will likely be extended when another 
subdivision is built to the south of this 
one. 

In 1824, while still an indentured 
servant, John Hedley was appointed 
to the office of Pathmaster in March 
Township. Throughout his time in 
March Township he was active in the 
construction and clearing of the first 
roads. In 1836, 1837 and 1838 the title 
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had changed, no doubt reflecting the 
progress that had been made. John 
Hedley held two offices: Overseer of 
highways and Fence viewer. 

As an overseer of highways, John 
Hedley was assigned the task of 
supervising the clearing of the “River 
Road “, now Kerwin Road . On May 1, 
1837, John Hedley’s instructions were: 
“Commence between lots 17 & 18 on 
4th concession [Hedley’s lot was no. 
18, concession 4] proceeding on the 
diagonal Road to the River”. 

In 1843, John Hedley, now in his 
seventies, was no longer serving 
in the office of Pathmaster as his 
sons Nicholas and William were 
now performing this duty but John 
served in a higher capacity providing 
direction to all Pathmasters as Highway 
Commissioner in apportioning the work 
to be performed. 

This new road sign marks recognition of the John Hedley family, who for years served as path-
masters and overseers of highways in the pioneer days of March Township. Bob Gregory

Heritage Designation for Old St Mary’s Church 
and Cemetery
by Vina Waddell

Good news! Earlier this year 
the Ottawa Built Heritage 

Advisory Committee approved the 
recommendation that Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs Committee (ARAC) 
recommend that Council issue a 
Notice of Intention to Designate for 
Old St. Mary`s Church Ruins and 
Cemetery under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act according to Statement of 
Cultural Heritage Value. Sally Coutts, 
Coordinator of the City of Ottawa 
Heritage Services, made a compelling 
presentation. The motion passed 
unanimously.

The meeting was also attended 
by Councillor Marianne Wilkinson; 
Councillor Eli El-Chantiry had sent his 
regrets for the meeting, but his written 
support for the proposal was included 
with the staff report to the Committee.The interior of the ruins of Old St Mary’s, erected at the instigation of Hamnett Pinhey in 

1825-27. B. Elliott
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The recommendations were 
approved by ARAC at its meeting on 
February 7, 2013 and by City Council on 
February 13, 2013. We await the text of 
the final bylaw.

Brian Dickson spoke to the 
Committee on behalf of our delegation, 
thanking OBHAC and the Heritage 
Planning staff for their work to 
advance our request for heritage 
designation on this splendid historic 
site. He particularly noted the help 
we received from Dr. Bruce Elliott, 
Michele LeBoldus, Judy Makin and 
Leslie Maitland. He also included the 
support and assistance of St. Mary`s 
Cemetery Board, the congregation and 
the incumbents of the Anglican Parish 
of March, and the Anglican Diocese of 
Ottawa, and spoke of the many other 
individuals and organizations who also 
encouraged and supported our work. 

This success was accomplished 
only through you and all of our helpers. 
Thank you.

Vina Waddell, Brian Dickson, 
Daphne Snelgrove

St. Marỳ s Cemetery Board

Following is the text of the designation application submitted by 
the Cemetery Board in 2012.

Proposed Designation Under Part IV Of 
The Ontario Heritage Act: Old St Mary’s 
Church Ruins & Cemetery, Pinhey’s Point
Description of Property – 269 Pinhey’s Point Road Unit 4
The walled burial ground and ruins of the stone church overlooking the Ottawa 
River combine to make Old St Mary’s one of the most historic and romantic spots in 
the Ottawa Valley. The church ruins and cemetery are the property of the Anglican 
Diocese of Ottawa and are administered by the Cemetery Board of St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Sixth Line Road, Dunrobin. The property is located on Pinhey’s 
Point Road off Sixth Line Road. The entire property in the ownership of the 
Diocese, part of Lot 23, Con. 7 in the geographical township of March, including 
land to the north and west beyond the walls, is included in the designation.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

Historical and Associative Value
Built in 1825–27 in rural March Township, Old St Mary’s is now the oldest 
ecclesiastical structure in Ottawa. Intentionally evoking an English parish church 
and churchyard, the church and cemetery were part of a project by immigrant 
officers and gentlemen to naturalize an English squire and parson landscape and 

Through the efforts of the Cemetery Board Old St Mary’s church and churchyard have been designated by the City of Ottawa under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act. B. Elliott
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social model on the Upper Canadian frontier. The land was 
given and the church largely financed by Hamnett Kirkes 
Pinhey (1784-1857), a London merchant who retired from 
business at 35 and redeployed his capital to reinvent himself 
as a landed gentleman, an accustomed path to power in 
English old regime society. Even before he became Warden 
of the Dalhousie District and an appointed member of 
the Legislative Council of Canada, Pinhey was the chief 
liaison between residents of the District and the colonial 
administration. Though there were no manors in Upper 
Canada like the feudal seigneuries of Quebec, the English 
manor was nonetheless Pinhey’s model. The juxtaposition 
of the church of the establishment with the great house of 
the powerful landowner (Pinhey’s Horaceville, constructed 
1820-48), symbolized the interdependence of church and state 
under the old regime. As the Rev. Amos Ansley preached 
at the church’s opening: “Without the public institutions of 
religion, the bond that keeps society together would soon be 
broke; there would be no security for the public peace, and the 
moral world would totter to its fall.” 

Design or Physical Value
Pinhey selected the English Gothic style, at a time when 
neoclassical churches were more common, to brand the 
settlement as English, in contradistinction to Philemon 
Wright’s American settlement downriver, and to serve as “a 
lasting monument of the efforts of its founders and of the 
veneration in which they held the Ecclesiastical Establishment 
of Old England.” St Mary’s is early Gothic Revival, the 
proportions symmetrical and neoclassical in form, and the 
building is oriented toward the river rather than toward the 
east as in fully evolved ecclesiological theory. The S curves 
of the Gothic ogee arches of the window and door openings, 
however, are fairly sophisticated. The walled churchyard 
containing the ledger and box tombs of the colonial gentry 
and the graves of humbler members of the community, and 
the separate plot of the Pinhey family, replicate in death the 
hierarchical social structure of the pre-1848 community. 
Large family plots laid out in an addition incorporated into 
the churchyard in 1882, with a common ground distant 
from the church for “strangers and the poor”, reflect later 
High Victorian sensibilities and values. Given the age of the 
churchyard, which is still in use by members of the Sixth 
Line congregation, the range of monuments is representative 
of most types used in the Ottawa area since the 1830s, and 
demonstrates the local continuity of many early families 
through to the present.

Contextual Value
Though deeded to the Church in 1830, St Mary’s was an 
integral part of the Hon. Hamnett Pinhey’s riverfront 
establishment, now Pinhey’s Point Historic Site, a City 

of Ottawa historic property and museum with a heritage 
easement under the Ontario Heritage Trust. An agreement 
with the City of Ottawa facilitates tours of the churchyard by 
visitors to Pinhey’s Point Historic Site under the supervision 
of City staff. In the City of Ottawa’s “Greater Ottawa 
Story”, the Pinhey site amongst area museums represents the 
collective and hierarchical ethos of the colonial period, before 
the coming of responsible government in 1848 gave official 
endorsement to the individualist and capitalist assumptions 
of political reform, and shifted the Canadian political system 
from a culture of deference to a culture of democracy. 
Together exemplifying the partnership of church and state 
under the old regime, Old St Mary’s and Horaceville tell 
complementary parts of the same story. 

Description of Heritage Attributes
Key attributes that reflect the property’s historical or 
associative value include:

The location, area and dimensions of the walled •	
churchyard
The Pinhey family plot, its gate, and associated •	
monuments
The ledger stones and box tombs of the families of •	
officers and gentlemen, and the markers and monuments 
of succeeding generations of local residents and 
parishioners, with their surviving original inscriptions 
and the surviving signatures of carvers

Key attributes that reflect the property’s design or physical 
value include:

The orientation to the river and the transitional •	
architectural form of the building
The rubble stone walls of the tower and three sides of the •	
church, with partial wall on the west side, erected 1825-27
Ogee and other window and door openings, one of which •	
has recently been carefully restored, with cut stone 
surrounds and lintels
The rubble stone walls surrounding the churchyard, •	
erected in 1855 and extended to the rear in 1882, and 
curved coping on two sections of the wall at the north-
west corner enclosing the Pinhey plot
The original plan, placement and orientation of family •	
plots, and position and orientation of markers and 
monuments .
The variety of styles, materials and symbolism, and the •	
range of size and sophistication represented in the markers
The surviving ornamental iron railings demarcating the •	
Rolston family plot
Recent monuments have taken the form of flat stone •	
tablets which preserve the sightlines in the historic 
churchyard 
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Key attributes that contribute to the property’s contextual 
value include:

The physical location adjacent to, and its accessibility by •	
right of way from, Pinhey’s Point Historic Site
The gravel road to the north or front of the site, leading •	
toward Horaceville
The wooden doors in the tower and the gate to the Pinhey •	
plot, painted the same shade of dark green as the doors 
and shutters of Pinhey’s Horaceville

The undeveloped lands to the west of the ruins, •	
maintaining sightlines to the ruins from the approach 
from Horaceville

Dated: May 5, 2012
Submitted by:

St. Mary’s Cemetery Board
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, South March

St. Mary’s Cemetery Board gratefully acknowledges the 
assistance of Dr. Bruce S. Elliott, Professor of History, 
Carleton University.

The late George and Reta Monk (nee Baskin) Connie Monk

Passing of Longtime 
Member Reta Monk
Reta (Baskin) Monk passed away peacefully, surrounded 

by her family, on February 7, 2013. Reta was born Oc-
tober 29, 1927 and was raised in a log house that still stands. 
Her parents were William and Bella (Kelly) Baskin. She met 
her future husband George at a country dance in Corkery. 
George and his fellow musicians were very popular in the 
1940’s playing at church socials and dance halls throughout 
the county. The two married and eventually built their own 
home on the Monk farm and raised four children there – Bill, 
Judy, Connie and Carolyn. Reta led an active life, always 
putting family and community first. She kept a large garden, 
was always painting a wall or covering a chair and constantly 
chauffeuring kids to lessons and friends’ houses. She was an 
active member of St. John’s Anglican Church and looked for-
ward to social events such as the annual lawn supper and the 
Carp Fair. Friends from those days remained friends all her 
life. In later years she and George were active in the Gyro 
club, travelling and playing golf with the gang. Reta loved 
to laugh at a good story and was keen on shopping, country 
drives and watching “Days of Our Lives”. She always kept in 
touch with her children, eight grandchildren and thirteen great-
grandchildren who miss her warm smile and caring ways.  
 Connie Monk

In April the National Conference on Public History, a 
largely American organization of public sector museum 

and heritage professionals, met at Ottawa’s downtown Delta 
Hotel. The Pinhey’s Point Foundation’s historian Bruce Elliott 
conducted two tours for visiting delegates: a walking tour 
of LeBreton Flats on Wednesday, April 17, and on Saturday, 
April 20 a bus tour out to Pinhey’s Point Historic Site. The 
Foundation volunteers had worked feverishly through the 
winter to have its new exhibition on Champlain’s astrolabe 
in place for the tour, and to have the house shipshape for the 
new season, nearly a month in advance of the official season 
opening date in mid-May. 

The participants in the behind-the-scenes tour of 
Horaceville were, left to right: Paul Robertson, Curator for 
City of Kingston Museums; Melissa Bingmann from West 
Virginia University; Jeremy Hatcher from University of 
Western Florida; Molly McCullough from Canada Science 
and Technology Museum/Aviation Museum; Julie Wells, 
Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa; LaVonda 
Broadnax from Library of Congress in Washington, DC; 
Annie Muirhead from New Mexico State University; and 
Philip Payne from St Bonaventure University in East Aurora, 
NY. At right is Jason Harvey, who had been hired two weeks 
earlier as the new City of Ottawa Education Officer for 
Pinhey’s Point Historic Site.

We aren’t sure what all those people from warm southern 
locations made of the highly changeable weather during the 
conference, as temperatures ranged over 20 degrees Celsius 
and from snow flurries to warm spring weather.

A group of visitors attending an international conference of museum and 
heritage professionals enjoyed a tour of Horaceville in April. Bruce Elliott

National Conference On Public History
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Collections Development

This spring the Foundation was delighted to receive from 
David Terroux a large charcoal drawing by Hamnett 

Eardley Pinhey (1895-1916), an interior scene of Chartres 
Cathedral in France. Juanita Snelgrove has provided 
information on the history of the work and noted that three 
Pinhey family members had other drawings by Eardley, all 
likely done at Chartres. The work was created during World 
War I when Eardley was serving in France. A son of the artist 
John Charles Pinhey and Amelia Pudor Rhynas, Eardley 
had been in England when the war began, and enlisted 
immediately as 2nd Lieutenant in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry. He was killed in action April 15, 1915 and is buried 
in Flanders. Several of his drawings were sent through the 
mail to Eardley’s mother by his landlady, with whom he had 
left some items when he went on duty. Thus this drawing has 
fold lines. This drawing went to Eardley’s brother Wolfenden 
and from him to his wife Kathleen “Kay” Godwin whose 
second husband was David Terroux’s father. 

Last autumn the Foundation was the fortunate recipient of 
a number of other artifact and archival donations for the PPF 
collections. We thank all our donors for their generosity and 
appreciate their interest and support, enabling the Foundation 
to preserve, interpret and present more of the Pinhey family 
story for future generations.

Bill Brush, a retired pharmacist, owned a pharmacy in 
Carp from 1982 to 2007. During that time a bottle collector 
gave him a number of early 20th Century medicine bottles 
with the suggestion that he display them in the pharmacy. 
This display was never realized. Three of the bottles have a 
Pinhey family connection and Mr. Brush kindly offered to 
donate them to the Foundation. The bottles are clear glass 
with paper labels and held liquid contents. The printed 
headings on the labels indicate each medicine was prescribed 
by a different physician in Carp. Only one of the labels 
has a date. “Osler M. Groves, M.D.” heads one label with 
a date of Aug. 16/18 and was prescribed for “Miss Pinhey” 
with the directions to “apply after hot towel three times a 
day”. Another bottle is labelled “Dr. A.B. Hyndman”, also 
prescribed for “Miss Pinhey” with the directions to take 
“a teaspoonful in water after each meal and & at bedtime”. 
Juanita Snelgrove suggests the latter medicine was probably 
for Mabel Pinhey as she had stomach problems from a 
poisoning accident as a child. The third bottle was prescribed 
for “Mr. Pinhey” by Dr. W.G. Robertson and labeled “take “10 
drops in water every 4 hours”.

Alonzo Bowen Hyndman (1890-1940) was a Conservative 
and National Government member of the House of Commons 
(1935-1940). He studied at McGill in Montreal where he 

attained his medical degree in 1915, then established a 
medical practice at Carp. 

Osler M. Groves (1885?-1918). The Huntley Township 
Historical Society newsletter No. 244, September 23, 2010, 
quotes the following article titled “Change of Doctors at 
Carp” from the Carp Review of July 27, 1911: “A very 
important deal was consummated at Carp this week when 
Dr. C.F. Magee sold out his drugstore and the good-will of 
his practice to Dr. Osler M. Groves, of Kinburn. Dr. Groves 
will move here in a few days and take up the practice, but Dr. 
Magee will remain a few weeks longer straightening out his 
business here. His office will be at the late residence of D.A. 
Younghusband on Church Street, opposite the Presbyterian 
Church. The young doctor has been very successful in his 
profession and coming here among people who know him 
from childhood there is not the least doubt but that he will 
make good his latest venture. We welcome him and his 
estimable wife to our midst.” Groves’s father Dr. George 
Hodgins Groves (b. 1851 at Fitzroy of Irish ancestry, d. 1914) 
also practised in Carp, and his mother Fanny was the eldest 
daughter of G.W. Monk of South March. His parents were 
married in 1883 at St. John’s. All three are at buried at St. 
John’s Cemetery. 

Dr. Wm Robertson, Carp, is briefly mentioned in two 
1930s references on the Web. Further research is required.

As noted in our December issue, we were delighted to 
see former PPF President Phil Gerrard at our members’ 

PPF Museum Committee Report

Three medicine bottles issued by early 20th century Carp pharmacists 
to members of the Pinhey family were donated by Bill Brush. BE
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reception last September. As an archaeologist and building 
restoration consultant Phil was associated with Horaceville 
in the 1970s and 1980s. He has donated to the Foundation 
a number of bound copies of Pinhey site development and 
archaeological reports from that time period. Architectural 
drawings on mylar and colour slides of interior details of 
the house from the 1977 Tresch study are a most welcome 
addition to our documentation on the evolution of the house. 
We were also pleased to receive a binder of colour prints 
of the artifacts found in the excavations at the site that Phil 
supervised in 1978. Black-and-white images of these artifacts 
appear in his Archaeological Research Report, Part I: Artifact 
Inventory, Pinhey Site, Kanata, Ont., May to Sept. 1978. The 
donation also includes a roll of photographic reproductions of 
the Walling 1863 Map of Carleton County on mylar and photo 
paper.

Detailed listing:
The Pinhey Site, Kanata, Ontario, Archaeological 1. 
Research Report, Gerald H. White, Heritage Resource 
Consultant, 1988
Pinhey’s Point Heritage Park, Report and Preliminary 2. 
Estimate, Restoration and Renovations, MacLennan and 
Associates Architects, August 1981
Proposed Development Plan (Preliminary) for 3. 
the Pinhey Site, Kanata, Ontario, Pinhey’s Point 
Foundation, 1983
Development Plan for the Pinhey Site, Kanata, Ontario,4.  
Pinhey’s Point Foundation, 1983
The Pinhey Estate, March Township, Ontario, Report on 5. 
a S.P.I.C.E. Project, Carleton Board of Education, 1974
Pinhey Heritage Park, Master Plan Study, Interium (sic) 6. 
Report, Phillip S. Tresch, October 1977
Implementation Plan,7.  The Pinhey’s Point Foundation, 
Kanata, Ontario, August 1985
The Hamnett Kirkes Pinhey Estate, A Design Proposal,8.  
Peter Hardcastle, 1982
A roll of architectural drawings on mylar associated with 9. 
the 1977 Phillip Tresch study and report
One binder of colour slides associated with the 1977 10. 
Phillip Tresch study and report
One binder of colour photographic prints of artifacts 11. 
found in the 1978 archaeological investigations at 
the Pinhey site (ref. Philip Gerrard, Archaeological 
Research Report, Part II: Interpretation, Pinhey Site, 
Kanata, Ont., May to Sept. 1978) 
A roll of photographic reproductions of the Walling 1863 12. 
Map of Carleton County, on mylar and photo paper

We have also received Bate and Cameron family 
material, from the estate of Miss C. Elizabeth (Betty) 
Bate (1916-2010) of Aylmer, Quebec. This archival material 
relates to Betty’s great-great grandmother Cameron, great-
grandfather Allan P. Cameron, grandparents Mary Stewart 

Cameron and Thomas Cameron Bate, and father Allan 
Cameron Bate. 

1. The Holy Bible containing the Old and New Testaments, 
in Four Volumes, Vol. III, Philadelphia, published by 
Benjamin Johnson, 1804. Front pages are a record of 
marriage, births and deaths related to Allan Philip Cameron 
(b. 1819 Lochiel, Glengarry District, Upper Canada, who 
moved to Detroit to join the railroad business) and his first 
wife Harriet N. Whitney (1831-1867) and their children, as 
well as information on his second wife Emily Whitney (d. 
1904, niece of his first wife). There is also a list with Mary 
Stewart (Cameron) Bate’s birth and marriage dates as well as 
the names and birthdates of her children. There are several 
loose items inserted inside the front pages including a letter 
dated Detroit April 8, 1894 to Mary Stewart Cameron from 
her father Allan P. Cameron, and a newspaper clipping “Allan 
P. Cameron Dying”.

2. A collection of second half 19th C. and early 20th C. 
black and white photo prints and carte-de-visite portraits of 
Cameron and Bate family members of Ottawa and Michigan. 

Sarah (1792-1876) widow of Ewen Cameron who died in Bytown of 
cholera in 1834, and mother of Allan P. Cameron of Detroit. Photo by 
Stiff & Gregory, 56 Sparks Street, Ottawa. One of the photos received 
from the estate of Betty Bate. PPF, Betty Bate collection
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3. A folded issue of a 1906 Detroit Free Press newspaper 
with an obituary and photo of Allan P. Cameron. 

4. Two copies of an invitation for the 1911 wedding 
of (Katherine) Irene Bate (Betty’s aunt) and Dr. William 
Charles Meacham, All Saints Church, Ottawa. It is through 
Allan P. Cameron that Betty Bate was related to Susan Mary 
Ann Cameron, the subject of the portrait by J.C. Pinhey 
previously donated to the PPF by Miss Bate.

The PPF have also acquired from Ruth and Gerry Schulz 
archival material associated with the landmark Younghusband 
general store in Dunrobin, including the 1927-1930 store 
account book with entries for Hamnett and Horace Pinhey, 
an historic image of the store and owner John James 
Younghusband, correspondence, a newspaper article and other 
paper material. 

 

Grants and Funding 
Accomplishments
City of Ottawa Cultural Funding

The Pinhey’s Point Foundation is grateful for the financial 
support of the City of Ottawa and for translation services 

in exhibit preparation.
2013 Heritage Project Fund. Our application for $2,300 

to cover costs for the professional design and fabrication of 
a new exhibition on the Champlain or Cobden astrolabe was 
successful. The display is in support of the City’s signature 

summer event Riverfest at Horaceville and commemorative 
events in the region marking the 400th anniversary of the 
explorer’s expedition up the Ottawa River in 1613. Matching 
funds for this grant are in the form of several hundred PPF 
volunteer hours for research, text and image preparation, 
enabling and monitoring the professional design and 
fabrication, and final installation. The exhibit was installed 
at Horaceville in time for a tour by delegates of the National 
Council on Public History conference, led by Foundation 
historian, Bruce Elliott on April 20. The display is also to be 
featured at a symposium on Champlain to be held at Carleton 
University September 19-20, 2013.

2012 Cultural Facilities Fund. We were also successful 
with our application for $2,850 to cover half the cost of the 
purchase of a second free-standing display unit. The new unit 
arrived April 11 and is already in use providing additional 
“wall” space for our professionally-fabricated display 
panels and an additional exhibit case. It will also be used 
for temporary loan of exhibits and quick set-up at outreach 
events. The Foundation covered the other half of the total cost 
of $5,160.71 as this is a matching dollar grant. 

Culture and Heritage Services Branch also provided $500 
to support exhibit work.

Carleton University Department of History. Thanks are 
also due to the Department of History and its chair James 
Miller for $700 toward the costs of the astrolabe exhibit.

Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, 
Heritage Organization Development Grant. Our annual 
application for this grant will be submitted before the end of 
June.

Daily admission to the museum is free. Special event and 
program fees may apply. Contact the museum for special 

group rates. Family rates allow for a maximum of two adults 
and unlimited children.Many events require registration. 
Please call 613-832-4347 or 613-247-4830 to register or for 
more information.

mother’s dAy - sundAy mAy 12, from 10 A.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Spend time with mom on the grounds of this historic site! 
Pack a picnic and enjoy the afternoon on the banks of the 
Ottawa River. Take a moment to create your very own 
keepsake in the ballroom as a reminder of your special day! 
Guided tours of the home and grounds available.
Cost: donation suggested for participation in crafts

Pinhey’s Point Historic Site   
Events and Programs

doors open ottAWA - June 1 And 2, from 10 
A.m. to 4 p.m.
Here’s your chance to gain access to areas of this 
historic site that are normally off-limits! Learn about the 
architectural evolution of Horaceville and its surroundings. 
Guided tours of the house will take place every 45 minutes 
beginning at 10:30. A photo scavenger hunt will be offered 
on an ongoing, self-guided basis.
Cost: Free

AdVenture orienteering - sundAy June 9, 
from 10 A.m. to 4 p.m.
Race through the far reaches of farmers fields and 
woodland with a map and compass! Explore the evolution of 
orienteering from the explorers to today’s fast-paced sport. 
Members of Ottawa Orienteering Club will be on hand to 
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introduce you to the basics of today’s active and challenging 
sport, and introduce you to some other orienteering games 
and activities for all ages.
Cost: $6/person, $10/couple, $16/family

fAther’s dAy AmAzing rAce – sundAy June 
16, from 10 A.m. to 4 p.m.
Take part in an amazing race with dad! Which family will 
win? Come by to find out! Race around the site completing 
challenges like the melon roll or turkey toss or complete 
a game of graces. Check out your family’s time on the 
leaderboard – the fastest group will win a prize!
Cost: $6/person, $10/couple, $16/family

solstice pAddle - fridAy June 21, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Discover landscapes and architecture as they can only 
be viewed from the Ottawa River! Celebrate the summer 
solstice by paddling by the sites and learning the history of 
March Township. Discover the most unique vantage points 
this riverside site has to offer. Participants must bring their 
own canoe or kayak and safety equipment, and should be 
intermediate level paddlers.
Cost: $10/person

cAnAdA dAy - mondAy July 1, from 10 A.m. to 
4 p.m.
Experience a unique Canada Day celebration on the banks 
of the Ottawa River! Enjoy a barbecue lunch then take in 
some classic picnic games, like three-legged races, seed 
spitting contests, and tug-o-war. Make this holiday special 
by spending time with your family away from the downtown 
crowds.
Cost: $6/person, $10/couple, $16/family

preschool picnics -WednesdAys in July And 
August from 10 A.m. to 11:30 A.m.
This special program is just for preschoolers and their 
parents! Take advantage of our green space and historic 
buildings, explore a new topic each Wednesday in July and 
August. Your little ones will burn off some energy while 
learning about bugs, music, animals and archaeology. Enjoy 
a picnic with your new friends after the program. Ages 2.5 
to 5 years with parents.
July 3 Before Mr Pinhey; July 10 Animal Tracks, July 17 
Petite Pioneers, July 24 Kinder Kitchen, July 31 A Musical 
Morning, Aug. 7 River Rugrats, Aug. 14 Adventures in 
Archaeology, Aug. 21 Harvest Time, Aug. 28 Creepy 
Critters. 
Cost: $8/child

explorers club - thursdAys in July And 
August, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Get ready to sharpen your mind and go on an adventure! 
Every week you’ll discover new and exciting topics ranging 
from archaeology to time capsules through games and 
experiments. Make new friends as you explore the corners of 
the 88-acre site, from the creek and farm fields to the shore 
and 200-year-old ruins. Best suited to children ages 8 to 12.
July 4 Adventure by the River, July 11 Bug Hunters, July 18 
The Big Dig, July 25 Kitchen Stories, Aug. 1 Get Wild, Aug. 
8 Time Capsules, Aug. 15 Roots of Yesteryear, Aug. 22 On 
the Rocks, Aug. 29 Preserving Yesteryear.
Cost: $6/child

young ArtisAns - thursdAys in July And 
August, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Experience handicrafts of a time gone by. You’ll not 
only leave with a sample of the craft you’ve made but the 
knowledge of how to do it at home! From leatherwork to 
candle making, there’s something new to learn each week at 
the museum!
July 4 First Nations Crafts, July 11 Leatherwork, July 
18 From Mrs Pinhey’s Kitchen, July 25 Candlemaking, 
Aug. 1 Needlework, Aug. 8 Old Fashioned Toys, Aug. 15 
Soapmaking, Aug. 22 Carving, Aug. 29 Weaving.
Cost: $6/child

pinhey’s point foundAtion 
speciAl eVent for members And 

chAmplAin 2013 pArtners   
sundAy August 4,  

lAte Afternoon And eVening.

This summer, the PPF exhibit focus is on the 400th 
anniversary of Champlain’s voyage up the Ottawa 

River in 1613. A special members’ event is being 
planned for Sunday August 4th. As part of the wider 
calendar of events with our Gatineau partners, the 
Foundation will be hosting an evening reception to 
welcome participants recreating the 10 day canoe trip 
Champlain took to Allumette Island near Pembroke. 
Refreshments and special musical performances and 
an opportunity to view our summer exhibits Whose 
Astrolabe? and W.H. Bartlett’s Ottawa River. Plans 
are being finalized and details being firmed up. PPF 
members will be sent information on the event. In the 
meantime, please circle August 4th and plan to join us!
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Pinhey’s Point
FoUndAtion
The Pinhey’s Point Foundation is re-
sponsible for research, interpretation 
and exhibitions at Horaceville, a City 
of Ottawa heritage property.

Address: 270 Pinhey’s Point Road, 
R.R. #1, Dunrobin, Ontario, K0A 1T0

Web site: www.pinheyspoint.ca

Membership includes bi-annual 
newsletter: Individual $25, Family $30

Editor: Bruce Elliott 
Design and Layout: Rick Strong

We welcome submissions of articles 
and photographs on Pinhey’s Point, 
the Pinhey family, and the history and 
heritage of the former City of Kanata/ 
Township of March. We will be happy 
to consider these for publication as 
space allows.

ISSN 1191-1158 Horaceville Herald

BACK COVER PHOTO

Students in Bruce Elliott’s Carleton University 
Public History MA course on local and 
community history did research and 
preliminary text preparation for the Pinhey’s 
Point Foundation’s keynote exhibit Whose 
Astrolabe? Origin and Cultural Ownership of a 
Canadian Icon. The class was photographed 
by Jeff Thomas at the Champlain monument 
on Nepean Point where Jeff is doing a series 
of portraits for the National Gallery this 
summer. L-R: David Leverette, Caroline Vézina, 
Peter Holdsworth, Margaret Caron-Vuotari, 
Prof. Bruce S. Elliott, Katja Schiffer-Graham, 
Sinead Cox, Brad Darch (with son John!) 
 Jeff Thomas

tAll tAles - fridAy eVenings in August from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Make the most of a summer evening and enjoy some good 
ol’ fashioned fun under the stars. Local storytellers will 
share tall tales and true stories in a unique historic setting. 
Enjoy the smell of the bonfire and the taste of roasted 
marshmallows while taking in local history. Every week a 
different story - a different experience.
Aug. 2 Canadian Folktales, Aug. 9 Stories and Legends of 
the Aboriginal Peoples of Canada, Aug. 16 Local Lore, Aug. 

23 Tales of the Voyageurs, Aug. 30 Tales from the British 
Isles.
Cost: $6/person, $10/couple and $16/family

riVerfest - sundAy August 11, from 10 A.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Enjoy a mix of crafts, games, heritage demonstrators, 
food and musicians during this annual summer event that 
celebrates the history and traditions of the Ottawa River!
Cost: $6/person, $10/couple and $16/family

Pinhey’s Point Historic 
Site Fall Programming 
2013
dAiry dAy - sundAy, september 15, from 
10:00 A.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Program t.b.a.

crAft beer tAsting - sAturdAy, september 
21, from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Enjoy an evening of tasting locally crafted beers with 
specially selected food pairings. Soak in the history of 

Pinhey’s Point while learning about the history of brewing 
in the Ottawa area as you test the different brews. Ages 19+

séAnce – fridAy & sAturdAy, october 18-19, 
7 to 9 p.m. 
Open the lines of communication with the Other Side this 
Halloween as a psychic leads you through a séance. Ages 
18+

horAceVille hAunt - sundAy, october 27, 7 
to 9 p.m.
Come out to Pinhey’s Point for some chilling ghost stories 
in the old cemetery and the darkest corners of the 200-year-
old-manor. Not for kids or the faint of heart! Ages 16+.
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Rick: The article that Kath Lochnan of the AGO has 
been writing on her ancestor Simon Loughnane has 
been put off to the fall after she broke both her 
foot and her computer, as have a couple of other 
projected articles. Even so, there is a lot of material 
here so we are going to run over again. Plus ca 
change….

Note that the photo captions here are the ones 
to use as they have been revised from what was 
appended to the emails containing the pictures.

Here are the contents for the four colour pages 
fore and aft. The front cover illustration is B&W 
but front and back make a nice pairing of then and 
now. You can bring colour into the titles or framing 
somehow.

 ++++++++++++++ COVER ILLUSTRATION 
CAPTIONS: +++++++++++

FRONT: 
COVER_Champlain Trois Riv Archives.JPG
Caption: [inside]
Historian Benjamin Sulte addresses the crowd at the unveiling of the Champlain 
Monument, Nepean Point, 1915

Archives du Séminaire de Trois-Rivières, FN-0129-C2-r.1a

OUTSIDE BACK:
Champlain, Apr. 11, 2013_DSC_0152_1241.jpg

Caption: [inside]
Students in Bruce Elliott’s Carleton University Public History MA course on 
local and community history did research and preliminary text preparation for 
the Pinhey’s Point Foundation’s keynote exhibit Whose Astrolabe? Origin and 
Cultural Ownership of a Canadian Icon. The class was photographed by Jeff  
Thomas at the Champlain monument on Nepean Point where Jeff  is doing a series 
of portraits for the National Gallery this summer. L-R: David Leverette, Caroline 
Vézina, Peter Holdsworth, Margaret Caron-Vuotari, Prof. Bruce S. Elliott, Katja 
Schiff er-Graham, Sinead Cox, Brad Darch (with son John!)

Jeff  Thomas

INSIDE FRONT:
Hill house Fig. 1 below

INSIDE FRONT COVER IN COLOUR
[2012.05.02 9751] 
Caption: 

Fig. 1 Illuminated address presented to the family of Abraham Caplin by Congregation Adudath 
Achim (Rideau Street Synagogue) following his death in 1924. 

Credit line: Ottawa Jewish Archives, Abraham Caplin fonds

INSIDE BACK: 

[the sequence and arrangement here are your design choice]
Header/Title:
Champlain 2013

[2013.06.12 2153]
Caption:
Fairview, the former home of Alexander Stewart and Constance Pinhey in Gatineau, was the venue 
for the offi  cial launch of an online exhibition on Champlain by the Réseau du Patrimoine Gatinois 
on June 12.

BE

[2013.06.14 2177]
Caption:
Astrolabe Lake, formerly Green Lake, site of the discovery of the astrolabe in 1867. The 1988 
monument is visible just below the tent.

BE

[2013.06.09 2314]
Caption:
As director of the Canadian Museum of Civilization George MacDonald (right) brought the 
astrolabe back from New York in 1989. Here he loans the PPF, represented by Bruce Elliott, a stained 
glass replica presented to him by Harold Dobson of Cobden in 1990. 

Greg Jackson

[2013.06.14 2226]
Caption:
Champlain and the astrolabe attributed to him welcome visitors to Cobden Ontario, on the shore 
of Muskrat Lake.

BE

++++++++++++++++ END OF COVER Illus. CAPTIONS 
++++++++++++

COVER PHOTO
Historian Benjamin Sulte addresses the crowd at the unveiling of the Champlain Monument, Nepean Point, 1915

Archives du Séminaire de Trois-Rivières, FN-0129-C2-r.1a

Fig. 1 Illuminated address presented to the family of Abraham Caplin by Congregation Agudath Achim (Rideau 
Street Synagogue) following his death in 1924. Mr Caplin purchased the former Hamnett Hill house at 415 
Wellington Street in 1909.  Ottawa Jewish Archives, Abraham Caplin fonds

As director of the Canadian Museum of Civilization George 
MacDonald (right) brought the astrolabe back from New York in 1989. 
Here he loans the PPF, represented by Bruce Elliott, a stained glass 
replica presented to him by Harold Dobson of Cobden in 1990. 

Greg Jackson

Fairview, the former home of Alexander Stewart and Constance Pinhey in Gatineau, was 
the venue for the o�  cial launch of an online exhibition on Champlain by the Réseau du 
Patrimoine Gatinois on June 12. BE

Champlain and the astrolabe attributed to him welcome 
visitors to Cobden Ontario, on the shore of Muskrat Lake. 
 BE

Astrolabe Lake, formerly Green Lake, site of the discovery of the astrolabe in 
1867. The 1988 monument is visible just below the tent. BE
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March Place: Dr Hamnett 
Hill’s ‘Promised Land’ Pt III

Pinhey’s Point Foundation 
and Champlain 2013

Heritage Designation for Old St 
Mary’s Church and Cemetery

offi cial newsletter of the Pinhey’s Point Foundation number 60, July 2013
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